20                     THE LIFE AND GROWTH OF
The Scramble for Africa after 1880
During the century the new industrial methods
that began in England spread through Europe.
Raw materials and markets became the desire of
France, Belgium, and above all, Germany. By 1870
Bismarck had made the Germans a mighty nation,
which realized that power in the future would lie
not only with the armies but with the factories. At
the same time Livingstone and Stanley and many
another were exploring the African interior. Africa,
it seemed to ambitious nations, was the ideal depen-
dent continent, w^eak enough to be conquered, rich
enough to be worth conquering. That was one
aspect of Africa. The other has already been noted,
the sense of a duty to end barbaric evils. The result
was the scramble for Africa that set in after 1880.
German Methods
British, French, and Germans grewr active in West
Africa. Stanley revealed the great Congo basin,
and King Leopold II of Belgium formed an inter-
national association for its development. A Con-
ference at Berlin in 1884-5 regulated the Congo
question by making the region an independent state
with Leopold at its head. The three Powders in West
Africa settled their shares, of which Germany's was
not the least. In East Africa, British and German
missionaries followed in Livingstone's steps. A
German of a different sort also appeared there, one
Karl Peters, who toured the country inducing ignor-
ant chiefs to make treaties which they did not
understand, placing their people under German